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With the increase in enrolling 
students with disabilities, Iowa 
State’s Digital Accessibility Lab is 
one step toward making it easier for 
students with disabilities to func-
tion within a college environment.
 e lab, located in the Durham 
Center room 108, is  overseen 
by Cyndi Wiley, Information 
Technology Services (ITS) digi-
tal accessibility coordinator, and 
staffed by two graduate students 
and an undergraduate student, 
whose positions are sponsored by 
ITS as well. Students are able to 
visit the lab for training opportu-
nities and use the provided equip-
ment for projects, with the possi-
bility of a check-out system being 
implemented in the future.
“It is real and we get to see how 
people are going to use the space, 
which may be di erent than what 
we were planning — and that is 
okay,” Wiley said. “We planned 
for us to track how it is being used 
and make adjustments as we go 
from there.”
Many Iowa State students expe-
rience daily barriers to their edu-
cational goals, and creating bar-
rier-free access to hardware and 
software falls under the broad area 
of digital accessibility.
Digital accessibility is not only 
the production of course materials, 
websites and communications in an 
accessible manner, but also a mind-
set and related directly to the stu-
dent experience, according to the 
Digital Accessibility Lab website.
The Digital Accessibility Lab 
is a physical space on campus for 
students with disabilities to work 
together using assistive technology 
and to try out new technologies 
that could increase their course 
engagement.
Wiley said six students can use 
the space comfortably with the 
provided desk space and seating.
“For the rest of the fall semester 
the lab will be open by appoint-
ment,” Wiley said. “Next semester 
we will have open hours and we 
will get feedback from students 
and when they actually use it and 
hopefully o er evenings, weekends 
and during the day as well.”
Some of the technology avail-
able for use in the lab includes 
W indows  and  Mac  l a p t op s , 
Windows desktops, screen magni-
 ers, screen reading software, text-
to-speech software, speech-to-text 
software, gaming hardware and 
software, VR headsets, eye-track-
ing devices, wearable keyboards 
and switch controls. For the full list 
of technologies, go to the Digital 
Accessibility Lab website.
On Wednesday afternoon, Wiley 
hosted an open house and dedica-
tion of the lab in another room of 
the Durham Center.  e event was 
attended by a large number of Iowa 
State students, faculty and sta .
 roughout the dedication pre-
sentation, Wiley and the other 
speakers used a powerpoint instant 
caption device, which translated 
what the speakers were saying into 
text on the screen for those in the 
As par t  of  National  Native 
American Heritage Month, it is 
important to recognize parts of the 
Native American community that 
may not be well known. One of these 
groups includes people who identify 
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During National Native American Heritage Month, many traditions of the Native American community are celebrated and recognized. One 
such tradition is two-spirit, a gender identity that traditionally consists of mixing gender roles.
BY LOGAN.METZGER
@iowastatedaily.com
 
 TWO-SPIRIT  PG8
Iowa State students gathered for a presenta-
tion on what it means to be a  rst generation 
college student and how to network Wednesday 
for the “Networking for First Gen Students: An 
Important ‘Pizza’ the Puzzle” event.
About 25 students made up the audience 
for the event, that all students were welcome 
to attend for the presentation, discussion and 
free pizza.
 e event was hosted by Iowa State’s College 
of Liberal Arts and Sciences as part of the 2019 
First Gen Week to recognize and celebrate  rst 
generation students.
Greg Ruckdaschel, career adviser for the 
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences Career 
Services, and Samantha Hirschman, pro-
gram assistant for the mechanical engineering 
department, led the presentation for the event.
“First and foremost, just like any of the First 
Gen [Week] events, is you are not the only 
one,” Ruckdaschel said. “You are in an environ-
ment, in an entity — Iowa State — that there 
are many, many just like you that identify as [a 
 rst generation student].”
Hirschman herself is a  rst generation stu-
dent who came from a low socioeconomic 
status background. She said those were iden-
tities that weren’t really identi ed until she got 
to graduate school.
Hirschman began the presentation by dis-
cussing the de nition of what a  rst genera-
tion student is. A  rst generation student can 
be defined in several different ways. Some 
LOGAN METZGER/ IOWA STATE DAILY
Jane Hudson, executive director for Disability Rights Iowa.
Digital Accessibility Lab opens in Durham Center
BY LOGAN.METZGER
@iowastatedaily.com
Iowa State hosts 
networking 
event for fi rst 
gen students
BY SAGE.SMITH
@iowastatedaily.com
 
 FIRST GEN  PG8
 
 LAB  PG8
The identity of two-spirit
Native American 
gender mixes 
roles in society
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POLICE BLOTTER
CALENDAR
11.5.19 
Joshua Jay Pringle, age 28, of 760 Adam St. - 
Ames, Iowa, was arrested and charged with theft 
in the  fth degree, shoplifting, at 1315 S B Avenue 
(reported at 6:07 a.m.).
11.7.19 
BRA (Bras to Recycle and Aid Women) 
Collection, Multiple Collection Boxes Through-
out Campus all day In partnership with I Support 
the Girls, the O  ce of Sustainability is collecting 
gently-used and unwanted bras toward support-
ing Central Iowa women in need.
Conference: Go Further, Great Hall, Memorial 
Union at 8 a.m. A one-day conference for 9th- and 
10th-grade girls to learn about science, technolo-
gy, engineering and math (STEM)  elds and careers 
through hands-on activities and presentations.
Caterpillar Club, Reiman Gardens at 10 a.m. 
Join us this winter for our popular Early Childhood 
Development program featuring stories and cre-
ative activities around a nature-based theme.
Open house: Strategic facilities plan, Pine 
Room, Memorial Union at 11a.m. Three drop-
in open house sessions are planned to collect 
input on how the university community uses its 
buildings and spaces. The information will be used 
to develop a plan for future investment in design 
improvements or renewal of ISU campus facilities.
Fall Pruning Workshop, Reiman Gardens at 
1:30 p.m. Join Reiman Gardens’ Horticulturists 
Sharon Rink and Kara Ketrick for an informative 
and hands-on workshop designed to familiarize 
you with all the W’s of autumn pruning!
EndNote Web Basics, Parks Library 3:10 p.m.
Workshop for beginners. Let us know if you need 
accommodations. Register through Learn@ISU, 
keyword: LIB. 
Fused Glass Ornaments, Workspace at the 
Iowa State Memorial Union at 6 p.m. Get in the 
holiday spirit by making two beautiful glass orna-
ments. Learn to safely cut glass, create a design 
and assemble glass. During the kiln  ring, we will 
“tack fuse” your ornaments. This will join the glass, 
but design components will retain their individual 
characteristics. Ornaments will be ready for pick up 
the following week. Equally fun to give as gifts or to 
keep for yourself!
Women’s Basketball, Hilton Coliseum at 6:30 
p.m. Iowa State vs. Southern.
Stained glass
The stained glass inside the Memorial Union illuminates on a fall night. The 12 stained glass 
panes were designed by former Iowa State student and WW 1 veteran, Harold Cummings.
FEATURE PHOTO
MICHAELA SCHNETTER/ IOWA STATE DAILY
The Iowa State Daily welcomes comments 
and suggestions or complaints about errors 
that warrant correction. 
To submit a correction, please contact our 
editor at 515-294-5688 or via email at editor@
iowastatedaily.com.
19 Writer for whom the Edgar 
award is named
20 Not sacred
21 Secret matters
23 Baba who stole from thieves
24 Singer with Crosby, Stills & Nash
27 Glass container
29 Actress Cannon
30 Peter Fonda’s title beekeeper
31 Opposed (to)
34 Hurts with a tusk
37 ESPN show with an “Inside Pitch” 
segment
42 Willem of “Platoon”
43 100-lawmakers group
44 “Peter Pan” pirate
47 Hang around
49 Pretoria’s land: Abbr.
50 Trousseau holder
53 Stomach-punch response
55 Start of the line that includes 
“wherefore art thou”
56 Female star
60 Comfy room
61 Volcanic Hawaiian landmark, and 
a hint to the  rst word of 17-, 24-, 
37- and 50-Across
64 Night’s opposite
65 __ Pie: ice cream treat
66 Reached base in a cloud of dust
67 “Tasty!”
68 Unsettling looks
69 Arid
1 Baby bears
2 Look at lasciviously
3 “So what?”
4 Alan of “M*A*S*H”
5 Like rosebushes
6 Pub spigot
7 “Woe __”: Patricia T. O’Conner 
grammar book
8 Gondolier’s “street”
9 Hopping mad
10 One of Minn.’s Twin Cities
11 Singer Warwick
12 Frigid historic period
14 Aretha’s genre
18 551, at the Forum
22 Dad’s nephew
25 Aerie hatchlings
26 Playing an extra NBA period, say
27 Quick blow
28 Gardner once married to Sinatra
29 Refusing to listen
32 Use, as a coupon
33 Entrepreneur-aiding org.
35 Optimistic
36 Opposite of WSW
38 Come in last
39 Lasagna-loving cat
40 Growth chart nos.
41 Brewed drink
44 Poorly made
45 Wells’ “The Island of Dr. __”
46 Arnold Palmer or Shirley Temple, 
drinkwise
48 Where charity begins
51 Formally gives up
52 Raise, as a sail
53 Old fort near Monterey
54 Sounds of wonder
57 Grandson of Adam
58 Depilatory brand
59 Hot tub swirl
62 Alias letters
63 Former Russian space station
Crossword
1 Mooing critter
4 Ancient region surrounding 
Athens
10 Reagan era mil. program
13 Disgusted grunts
15 Resident of Tibet’s capital
16 Muscle spasm
17 Illegal activity admitted by Lance 
Armstrong in January 2013
Down
Across
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Front page weather courtesy of the American Meteorological Society.
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Student Government passed a 
bill regarding events impacting the 
Department of Residence, funded 
club and organization requests and 
reviewed bills regarding internal matters 
at Wednesday night’s meeting.
Student Government passed a bill 
that addresses recent controversial events 
on campus.
The bill, titled “Censuring The 
Department of Residence,” was intro-
duced by Sen. Ian Searles for him-
self, Sen. Jacob Ludwig, Sen. Joshua 
Hanyang, Sen. Mason Zastrow, Sen. 
Alex Klein, Sen. Hayat Sumael, Sen. 
Lydia Greene, Sen. Matthew Klaes, 
Speaker Kelsey Culbertson, Vice-
Speaker Jacob Schrader and Director of 
Diversity and Inclusion Elena Homan.
“Racism has no place or protection 
on campus as it violates the University’s 
Principles of Community, and [...] there 
have been high prole events in recent 
years that have highlighted the systemic 
failure of the Department of Residence 
within the university to respond to inci-
dents of harassment of protected classes,” 
according to the bill.
The bill listed cases dating back to 
2016 of incidents and provided guide-
lines on how to address situations.
“One such instance was the failure to 
publicly or privately address the recent 
racist vandalism in Georoy Hall in a 
reasonably timely manner,” according 
to the bill.
A resolution the bill enforces is a cam-
pus-wide policy of a 48-hour adminis-
trator response time on all events to the 
parties aected, whether the solution is 
clear or not. All parties involved in the 
case will be kept up to date on the status 
of the case as well.
e bill passed with a vote of 25-0-
1, and a copy of the bill will be sent 
to Director of Residence Pete Englin, 
all members of the Residence Life 
Leadership Team, Vice President of 
Student Aairs Martino Harmon, Vice 
President of Diversity and Inclusion 
Reginald Stewart, Dean of Students 
Vernon Hurte and President of the 
University Wendy Wintersteen.
Additionally, Student Government 
reviewed multiple funding requests from 
campus organizations.
For more information or to contact 
your senator, visit stugov.iastate.edu. e 
senate meetings are open to the public 
at 7 p.m. Wednesdays in the Campanile 
Room of the Memorial Union.
K a m a l a  H a r r i s  r e g i s -
ters 4.3 percent support in the 
RealClearPolitics polling average 
of national Democratic primary 
voters as of ursday down from a 
high of 15.2 percent in July.
e California senator’s num-
bers in Iowa have similarly dropped 
as the Democratic primary has 
dragged on. From a high of 16 
percent in July and early August, 
Harris has dropped to 3.3 percent 
in the RealClearPolitics poll-
ing average of Iowa Democratic 
caucusgoers.
In the Iowa caucuses, a can-
didate must meet a minimum 
of 15 percent support to receive 
delegates. If a candidate does not 
meet the 15 percent threshold, 
caucusgoers for that candidate can 
realign to a candidate who does in 
a second round on caucus night.
The struggle many candidates 
face in the caucuses is meeting 
that 15 percent threshold.
Harris has spent a significant 
amount of time in Iowa recently, 
using an expletive to emphasize 
she is “moving” to the state.
During October, Iowans were 
able to hear her speak at more than 
30 events across the state as she 
spent 15 days on the ground there.
Sharon Yang, Harris’ Iowa press 
secretary, said Harris is going “all-
in on Iowa.”
“Kamala being able to spend 
time and meet Iowans personally 
has been a huge asset to the cam-
paign,” Yang said.
e Iowa caucuses are said “to 
punch three tickets” to the New 
Hampshire primary the follow-
ing week.”
Mack Shelley, Iowa State pro-
fessor and chair of the political 
science department, said now is 
the time to make a statement in 
the race.
“It ’s getting close to crunch 
time,” Shelley said. “Either you 
make some sort of a break-through 
in Iowa or maybe focus hard on 
your home state of California.”
Yang said the campaign’s goal is 
a top three nish in Iowa.
“We’ve been investing in Iowa 
since the very beginning of this 
race and are proud of the work 
we’ve done so far, engaging Iowans 
in every county and every precinct 
to build the organizing infrastruc-
ture that is necessary for success 
on caucus night in February,” 
Yang said.
Harris is one of more than a 
dozen candidates who visited 
Iowa for the Liberty and Justice 
Celebration in Des Moines late 
Friday. Candidates addressed a 
crowd of more than 13,000.
“Kamala delivered a command-
ing performance at the Liberty 
and Justice celebration in Des 
Moines, and she’ll be returning to 
Iowa often to harness the momen-
tum coming out of the evening,” 
Yang said.
In an interview with CBS News 
on Sunday, Harris said she and her 
team are determined to do well in 
February when the caucus rolls 
around.
“I’m practically living in Iowa 
to do the work that is necessary to 
make sure that I earn the support 
and have the folks in the caucuses 
who are standing in [my] corner,” 
Harris said.
Harris has said she is aiming for 
a top three nish in Iowa.
“I would guess she can be fth,” 
Shelley said. “She could exceed 
expectations but I don’t know how 
well received a fifth place finish 
by Harris would be if she claimed 
victory.”
With the Iowa caucuses 
coming up, along with the 
2020 election, many presi-
dential candidates are start-
ing to come out with televi-
sion advertisements.
Elizabeth Warren’s cam-
paign went up with her rst 
ad early Monday in Iowa 
television markets.
Warren’s ad follows com-
mercial time purchases by 
Pete Buttigieg, Joe Biden, 
Julián Castro and Bernie 
Sanders.
e Massachusetts sena-
tor’s commercial shows her 
growing up. She uses this 
as a backdrop to discuss the 
opportunities available to 
her in the past compared 
to the opportunities avail-
able to people today, adding 
that corruption has caused 
shrinking opportunities.
“We must root it out and 
return our democracy to 
the people,” Warren said 
in the ad.
Sanders’ most recent 
ad airing in Iowa features 
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, 
who endorsed Sanders last 
month.
Kelly Shaw, senior lec-
turer of political science, 
said even though the cam-
paigns are using social 
media, they are spending 
a lot of resources on televi-
sion ads.
“For older people, [tele-
vision commercials are] still 
quite important,” Shaw said.
Nearly two-thirds of 
Iowa Democratic caucus-
goers in 2016 were over 
the age of 45, according to 
CNN entrance polls.
Mack Shelley, Iowa State 
professor and chair of the 
political science depart-
ment, also said the cam-
paigns stress television 
advertisements due to the 
older population in Iowa.
“This explains why the 
money goes  into  TV,” 
Shelley said.
With Warren, Sanders, 
Buttigieg and Biden being 
in the double digits in poll-
ing in Iowa, Shelley said 
they are trying to score 
“bragging rights.”
“This is an effort to say 
our campaign has the best 
ideas,” Shelley said.
There may be a pow-
er-struggle for the top four 
spots in polling, but Shelley 
and Shaw said the overall 
goal for candidates is to dif-
ferentiate themselves from 
one another.
“It’s an eort to reposition 
a candidate to be more 
appealing,” Shelley said.
ose in the lower range 
are starting to have a real-
ity check. Kamala Harris 
has been working to have a 
stronger standing in Iowa, 
Shelley said.
Harris has moved more 
campaign workers to Iowa. 
ere are many other can-
didates with lower poll-
ing numbers that may be 
hitting a turning point in 
their campaign due to the 
large sums of money that 
are being put into TV ads, 
Shelley said.
“We are apt to see fewer 
and fewer candidates,” 
Shaw said.
If the candidates in the 
lower tier of polling don’t 
step up their game with 
major shifts in the race 
underway, they may have to 
drop out, Shelley said.
“If you are in the zero, 
one, two [or] three [per-
cent range of polling] you 
are guaranteed to get clob-
bered,” Shelley said.
Despite the potential 
dropping out of candi-
dates on the way, Shelley 
said there are many more 
advertisements to come, and 
these advertisements are just 
the beginning.
“We are going to be 
bombarded by the airwar,” 
Shelley said.
Political ads increase
SCREENSHOT FROM YOUTUBE
Sen. Bernie Sanders’ latest commercial airing in Iowa for his presidential campaign features Rep. Alexandria Oca-
sio-Cortez, who endorsed his bid for the presidency Oct. 19.
Presidential 
campaigns 
fire up on 
television 
BY ANNA.OLSON
@iowastatedaily.com
Kamala Harris goes ‘all-in’ on Iowa
BY LAUREN.RATLIFF
@iowastatedaily.com
CAITLIN YAMADA/ IOWA STATE DAILY
Sen. Kamala Harris speaks at a town hall Oct. 6 at Iowa State. Harris 
discussed many topics including the climate crisis, gun control and 
whether she thinks a woman of color can become president.
Senator focuses 
campaign 
efforts in Iowa 
as caucus nears
StuGov passes 
bill censuring 
Department of 
Residence
BY CASSIE.LEHMANN
@iowastatedaily.com
JACOB SMITH/ ISD
Student Government president and 
vice president talk to President Wendy 
Wintersteen at a meeting Oct. 30.
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A s  t h e  s p r i n g  s e m e s t e r 
approaches, students may be pon-
dering what classes to take. ose 
who enjoy open dialogue over 
topics such as gender and sexual-
ity might consider the course H 
SCI 250X.
e instructors for this course 
are Paul Hengesteg, graduate stu-
dent in education, and Meredith 
T i t t l e r, g r aduate  s tudent  in 
psychology.
Acco rd ing  t o  T i t t l e r  and 
Hengesteg, this course is a three 
credit, whole semester course that 
meets twice a week and introduces 
the concept of open dialogue in 
the setting of a classroom.
Students will be given readings 
and introductions to concepts that 
will encourage them to engage in 
dicult dialogue.
Throughout the course of the 
semester, they will partake in crit-
ical discussions regarding sexual 
orientation and gender identity.
“This course is intended to 
be different from other courses 
t h a t  s t u d en t s  m i gh t  t a k e , ” 
Hengesteg said. “In the process 
of having an open dialogue, par-
ticularly through dicult times in 
conversation.”
All students are encouraged 
to take this c lass, Tittler and 
Hengesteg said. This is a class 
for those who not only want to 
increase their knowledge of these 
topics, but also want to be able to 
speak openly about them.
As for why students should take 
this course, Tittler said especially 
at this time in the United States 
social climate, it is important to 
be able to talk to each other about 
uncomfortable topics openly. It is 
also an opportunity for students 
to gain an understanding of the 
differences between discussion, 
debate and dialogue.
“Debate, especially socio-polit-
ical debates, sort of polarizes us 
more,” Tittler said. “Dialogue is 
the slow method forward to build 
understanding of all people, from 
all dierent sides and standings.”
When asked how a “safe space” 
will be established, Hengesteg said 
there is a “brave space” ideal that is 
brought into this course. Students, 
despite their fears and discomfort, 
will bring their whole selves into 
the classroom in order to establish 
a full-serving environment.
“e bravery is required for all 
people,” Hengesteg said. “There 
will be people who never talked 
about these topics, and there will 
be students who are well versed in 
them. However, what’s important 
is how these students interact with 
each other.”
Hengesteg said before students 
sign up for the course, they should 
expect to trigger others and to be 
triggered.
However, the course is meant to 
understand these triggers and why 
they are triggering.
Content for this class will not 
only cover the ways to have a dia-
logue, but also cover power and 
oppression in relation to women, 
masculinity and struggles within 
the queer community, as well as 
other topics.
This course is open to all stu-
dents from rst years to graduate 
students, and counts for a U.S. 
diversity credit as well as an arts 
and humanities credit.
One Iowa State student orga-
nization is bringing a speaker to 
campus for a guest lecture.
e Iowa Uganda Alliance will 
bring in an appropriate guest lec-
turer once per semester to discuss 
issues pertaining to the Iowa State 
University-Uganda Program as 
well as promote participation in 
the club and purchasing baskets.
“This event is real ly a great 
way for students interested in the 
Uganda Program, fair trade and 
women in development to learn 
more about the program,” said 
Katie Stringer, president of the 
Iowa Uganda Alliance and senior 
in global resource systems.
Th i s  s emes t e r ’s  gue s t  l e c -
turer will be Kwikiiriza Shillah, 
a former Uganda Program staff 
member who was instrumental to 
the success of the Tusubila bas-
ket-making program. 
She will present a lecture regard-
ing her experience with the group. 
Baskets will be available for sale 
at the event.
The lecture will be free to all 
admitted. All Iowa State students, 
faculty, sta and community mem-
bers are invited and are encouraged 
to bring their friends. 
Iowa Uganda Alliance will pro-
vide refreshments and sell baskets 
at the event.
One of the primary field proj-
ects of the Iowa State University-
Uganda Program is community 
nutrition. 
e Uganda Program runs nutri-
tion education centers to assist and 
educate women about the proper 
nutrition of children, from birth to 
age ve, and pregnant and breast-
feeding women.
In January 2018, a group of 
mothers formalized as the Tusubila 
Crafts Group in order to launch 
their enterprise. “Tusubila” trans-
lates to hope.
e Tusubila Crafts Group rst 
emerged from the nutrition educa-
tion centers in 2015. 
e aim of this crafts project is to 
improve lives and assure the long-
term well-being of the program’s 
graduates through income-gener-
ating enterprises.
“This is  our first  guest lec-
ture,” Stringer said. “We are a new 
group on campus; we were offi-
cially approved in July but began 
meeting in August, so this is our 
rst guest lecture and we wanted 
to host Shillah because of her role 
in the program.”
Stringer said the guest lecturer 
for the event will always be a fac-
ulty member of Iowa State or the 
Uganda Program who has knowl-
edge about that program, and the 
goal of the event will be to promote 
the Iowa State University-Uganda 
Program and encourage the pur-
chasing of crafts.
e Iowa Uganda Alliance is a 
campus organization designed to 
improve the mutual understanding 
of the Iowa State Uganda Program 
among faculty and students. 
e organization conducts sales 
of products produced by rural 
enterpr ise  projects  through a 
“Globe Shop” to increase eco-
nomic opportunities for the people 
of Uganda.
Lecturer to discuss Uganda Program
COURTESY OF CENTER FOR SUSTAINABLE RURAL LIVELIHOODS
Former Uganda Program sta member Kwikiiriza Shillah will be presenting a guest lecture about her experience with 
the program Thursday. Shillah is credited with helping the Tusubila basket-making program nd success.
Iowa Uganda 
Alliance to host 
former member to 
share experience
BY LOGAN.METZGER
@iowastatedaily.com
BY MADISON.MASON
@iowastatedaily.com
Two individuals associated with 
Iowa State are starting a study 
focused on the plus-sized student 
experience in higher education.
Amanda Arp, a graduate stu-
dent in English, and Cassidy 
Boe, an Iowa State alumna, have 
recently started a study titled 
“ Impro v ing  t h e  P l u s -S i z ed 
Student Experience in Higher 
Education” and are now seeking 
interviewees.
Boe was interning with Student 
Wellness and working with dier-
ent oces on campus dealing with 
the plus-sized student experience 
when the idea for the study came 
to her.
“What we were focusing on was 
a program or something so fat 
students could request an accom-
modation for larger seats in their 
c lasses because that is a well-
known problem,” Boe said. “It 
obviously affects your ability to 
learn and how you learn, and a 
problem I was running into was 
that I basically didn’t really have 
any proof that it was a problem. I 
knew it was a problem from per-
sonal experience and reading fat 
studies but I didn’t have any stats 
on Iowa State.”
e focus of the research is on 
the lived experiences of “plus-
sized” undergraduate and grad-
uate students at Iowa State. is 
includes experiences specifically 
at Iowa State, as well as life expe-
riences of plus-sized students out-
side of their time at the university.
Arp and Boe said although 
“plus-sized” and “people of size” 
are the most neutral terms to use, 
students do not have to identify 
specifically with those terms to 
participate in the study.
“From my end, the interest [for 
this study] came from under-
standing how people of size frame 
themselves with terminology but 
also their experience in a college 
context,” Arp said.
Students who are over the age of 
18 and identify as “fat” or another 
term such as “big,” “large,” “curvy,” 
“chubby,” “heavyset,” “husky,” “big-
boned,” “plump,” etc. are able to 
participate in the research study 
focused on the lived experiences 
of “fat” students.
In a press release about the 
study, Arp and Boe said there was 
no qualier for whether students 
are “fat enough” to participate in 
this study. ey said in the release 
they welcome all students who 
simply self-identify as “fat” or a 
similar term, regardless of their 
place on the fat spectrum.
For this study, participants 
would be asked to participate in an 
approximately 30-60 minute-long 
interview, which Arp and Boe said 
could be in person or over the 
phone depending on the partici-
pant’s comfort. During the inter-
view, participants would be asked 
about how they dene “fat,” how 
or if they identify with the term 
“fat,” their experiences on and o 
campus as a “fat” person, and how 
their experiences as a “fat” student 
could be improved.
“[We want] to be able to take 
this to high up offices at Iowa 
State and be like ‘this is how you 
are failing fat students,’ but we also 
want to contribute to fat studies 
literature in general,” Boe said.
If anyone is interested and/or 
willing to participate in this study, 
contact Arp at acarp@iastate.edu 
or Boe at crboe95@yahoo.com 
using an @iastate.edu email.
New course 
to focus on 
gender and 
dialogue
New study opens on campus
Plus-sized 
student study 
looks at college 
experience
BY LOGAN.METZGER
@iowastatedaily.com
“It obviously affects your ability to learn and how 
you learn, and a problem I was running into was 
that I basically didn’t really have any proof that it 
was a problem.”
-Cassidy Boe
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It’s class registration season already, 
which means RAN numbers, an over-
whelming number of schedule possibili-
ties and the stress of guring out how to 
t everything you need into the upcom-
ing semester.
When you come to Iowa State, it’s easy 
to get caught up in the “four-year-plan” 
mindset that is thrown at us constantly 
since we are freshmen. It may seem like if 
you don’t graduate in four years, you aren’t 
working hard enough or doing enough.
But this isn’t true. College is a di­erent 
experience for everyone. Some people 
graduate early, and some need an extra 
semester or a few extra years. ere are a 
lot of outside factors that can impact the 
length of time that someone takes to com-
plete a degree.
Life happens, and sometimes takes us 
outside our original plan. That doesn’t 
mean that we are a failure or aren’t good 
enough, though.
Encouraging four-year graduation isn’t 
the worst thing in the world, as it’s a good 
goal to strive for. But if you don’t nish your 
degree in that time frame, there shouldn’t 
be a stigma around it.
It’s completely acceptable to take as 
much or as little time as you need. Everyone 
has di­erent needs when it comes to aca-
demics. Outside life has a bigger impact 
than it may seem sometimes, so don’t judge 
one person’s experience against your own.
To see how di­erent classes t in your 
schedule, check out Iowa State’s classes 
planner, which creates schedules for you 
based on the classes you select.
No matter what path your college 
journey takes you on, and no matter how 
many schools, majors or years it takes, 
it’s your journey, and that’s what makes 
it unique and special.
Feedback policy:
The Daily encourages discussion but does not guarantee its 
publication. We reserve the right to edit or reject any letter or 
online feedback.
Send your letters to letters@iowastatedaily.com. 
Letters must include the name(s), phone number(s), 
majors and/or group affiliation(s) 
and year in school of the author(s). 
Phone numbers and addresses will not be published.
Online feedback may be used if first name and last name, 
major and year in school are included in the post. Feedback 
posted online is eligible for print in the Iowa State Daily.
Opinions expressed in columns and letters are those of the 
author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the 
Daily or organizations with which the author(s)  
are associated.
Editorial Board
Annelise Wells, editor-in-chief
Melanie De Anda, opinion editor
Emily Berch, columnist
Seth Pierce, student
There is no such thing as not voting; not 
voting is a vote. According to the Census 
Bureau in 2018, only 53 percent of the citizen 
voting-age population voted in 2018, which 
actually had the highest midterm turnout in 
the last four decades.
Nearly half of all United States citizens fail 
to turn in a ballot every election. Although not 
voting is a vote, it does not mean it is the best 
possible voting option.
Does not turning in a ballot disrespect our 
constitutional privileges as United States cit-
izens? Are we disrespecting our voting rights 
which various ethnic, racial and underrepresented 
groups in the United States fought to obtain?
In every respect, yes. Despite women being an 
integral part of society for over four centuries, 
white women were granted the right to vote 
only a century ago on August 18, 1920 through 
the 19th Amendment (which was passed by 
Congress on June 14, 1919). Citizens of color, 
especially women, were denied their rights to vote 
up until the Voting Rights Act of 1965.
Ladies, we have hit a century of voting rights, 
yet we are not taking advantage of these rights 
to change our system. One hundred years is 
minuscule compared to the political history and 
the development of what we now call the United 
States of America.
The whole United States population could 
begin voting in 1965. Half a century is an even 
smaller window of time. Half of the population 
is not exercising their right to vote by submit-
ting a ballot.
We are deling our privileges of citizenship 
by not voting. While not voting is a vote, not 
voting also does not contribute to enhancing 
political discussion on many controversial issues 
that are left unresolved. ese can include, but 
are not limited to, abortion, access to health 
care, gun violence, immigration policies, opioid 
restrictions, marijuana policies and mass incar-
ceration practices.
However, is it better to vote uneducated and 
exercise your right or not vote at all? Are you your 
own in¡uencer or is it your culture and upbring-
ing? Do you fact check your family, friends or 
even the news?
One of our major ¡aws as Americans is that 
we lack political awareness and we allow our 
in¡uence to be smothered by someone else’s. Is 
the missing 47 percent of votes from the lack of 
political awareness or the lack of condence in 
the impact of a single vote?
Democracy is a political system enacted 
through majority vote, yet barely the majority 
of citizens do not participate. Every vote counts 
despite those who think the system cannot 
change based o­ of a single vote. One vote does 
not make the di­erence, but one vote is all it takes 
to incite the change and redirect the opinion, 
forcing the discussion.
Your in¡uence counts. Your education counts. 
Your political action counts.
Our political awareness as a country needs to 
improve and expand. Uneducated decisions are 
costing our country and our people time and 
harm. Instead of making educated decisions, 
people resign themselves to no opinion or align 
their opinions to a single side without examining 
the counter arguments.
Discussions concerning politics are therefore 
more commonly unproductive than not. Change 
will never occur if these conversations persist. 
Each policy enacted impacts our lives, yet most 
United States citizens are unknowledgeable 
about the policies in¡uencing day-to-day life. 
Political discussions are not meant to be aggres-
sive or disparaging — they are meant to be edu-
cational and cooperative.
Ask yourself: who are the main Republican 
and Democratic candidates for the upcoming 
2020 presidential election? What are the main 
controversies and talking points? How are they 
di­erent? How do I want to be impacted? Which 
candidate, even if they are not one of the top 
candidates, suits my lifestyle and decisions? Am 
I educated? Am I properly exercising my right 
to vote?
Know your rights. Voting is one of them.
Exercise your right to vote
BY PEYTON.HAMEL
@iowastatedaily.com
COLUMN
EDITORIAL
IOWA STATE DAILY
Columnist Peyton Hamel urges students to exercise their right to vote ahead of the 2020 presidential election. Hamel believes those who 
choose not to vote are disregarding their privileges of citizenship and not contributing to issues that impact their lives.
BY ISD EDITORIAL BOARD
Your educational path does 
not define your success
Don’t pass up 
your privilege 
as a United 
States citizen
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Iowa State will take on Southern 
University in the team’s season 
opener 	ursday.
	e two teams will tip o at 6:30 
p.m. in Hilton Coliseum.
Aside from having major voids 
to fill from departed players, the 
Cyclones are beginning the season 
with several injuries to top players. 
Even so, the Cyclones don’t antici-
pate any issues dispatching SWAC 
opponent Southern.
With the graduation of Bridget 
Carleton and Alexa Middleton last 
season, the Cyclones lost loads of 
oensive volume.
With Middleton gone at point 
guard, the Cyclones will feature 
a point-guard-by-committee 
approach, with Rae Johnson, Jade 
Thurmon, Nia Washington and 
Maggie Espenmiller-Mcgraw, 
according to coach Bill Fennelly.
For the opening starting lineup, 
the Cyclones will be starting 
Johnson, Madi Wise, Adriana 
Camber, Ashley Joens and Ines 
Nezerwa or Kristin Scott.
In addition to Johnson sliding 
into the starting lineup from last 
season, Camber will also be moving 
into the starting lineup. Wise, Joens 
and Scott all started last season, 
but Scott has only been practic-
ing since Tuesday due to a back 
problem, which has persisted since 
this summer.
If Scott is unable to play, it will 
be backup forward Nezerwa play-
ing in her stead.
During the Cyclones’ exhibi-
tion game last week, Nezerwa 
nished the game with four fouls 
despite splitting time with Maddie 
Frederick, a redshirt freshman, at 
forward.
Nezerwa struggled with personal 
fouls last season, and if she picks up 
several quick fouls, the Cyclones 
would be stretched thin at post.
While Nezerwa is able to pro-
duce points around the rim, she 
doesn’t provide the same scor-
ing potential as Scott, who is a 
Preseason Second Team All-Big 
12 selection.
“We’re losing one of our best 
shooters,” Camber said. “Ines, great 
player, but she doesn’t have the 
three-point capability that Kristin 
has, so we can’t stretch the floor 
as much.”
Both Camber and Joens said 
they will be asked to step in to play 
forward for the Cyclones.
Camber said the biggest diffi-
culty playing the oor, outside of 
rebounding and guarding taller 
players, is her lack of experience 
playing the position and knowing 
where to be on the court.
Like Scott, Joens has also been 
dealing with an injury early in the 
season, and she missed four days 
due to a sore ankle. However, Joens 
isn’t expected to miss significant 
time due to the injury.
With Carleton gone, Joens g-
ures to be the natural successor to 
Carleton’s scoring capacity, and 
Fennelly said the two players’ num-
bers during their freshman years 
are eerily similar.
Joens led all scorers with 19 
points during the Cyclones’ exhi-
bition, and aside from offensive 
growth, Joens said she has experi-
enced growth on the defensive end 
of the court.
“Being quicker and stronger, 
being able to stay in front of the 
girl I’m guarding — so just overall 
developing my game in all areas has 
been huge,” Joens said.
Iowa State will have plenty of 
talent to add the first win of the 
season against Southern, a team 
that went 21-12 last season.
When looking at Southern’s 
offense last season, no player 
averaged 10 or more points last 
season and they shot 28.7 percent 
from three.
While a scoring-by-com-
mittee offense may work in the 
Southwestern Athletic Conference, 
Southern will have a tough time 
knocking o Iowa State at Hilton 
Coliseum.
In a 110-74 blowout win to open its season, 
Iowa State saw plenty of positives from a boost 
in defensive intensity and the promising start of 
Zion Gri¤n, but the Cyclones also struggled 
from beyond the arc.
FIRST HALF DEFENSE SHOWS OUT
While the season opener was against 
Mississippi Valley State, a team ranked as 
the worst or one of the worst college bas-
ketball teams in the country, Iowa State’s 
defense shut down the Delta Devil’s oense 
in the rst half.
	e Cyclones forced the Delta Devils into 17 
rst half turnovers, including 12 steals. Tyrese 
Haliburton — a known oensive threat — col-
lected four steals in the rst half and Prentiss 
Nixon had three steals in the rst half.
Nixon also took a charge while on defense, 
leading Iowa State to go on one of many scor-
ing runs.
Head coach Steve Prohm said that whenever 
Nixon was on the oor early on, he would always 
be on top of the ball and creating constant pres-
sure on the oense.
Prohm said Nixon showed his ability to clog 
the lane, get his hands in passing lanes and bring 
energy on the defensive end.
In the rst half, Iowa State scored 27 points 
o turnovers.
Iowa State ended the game forcing 21 turn-
overs and 15 steals.
THREE POINT SHOOTING STRUGGLES
Iowa State is expected to be a team with 
plenty of oensive options but few go-to scorers, 
with Haliburton and Rasir Bolton expected to 
be the two heavy scorers.
In the season opener, three point shooting 
turned out to be a weakness for the Cyclones, 
as Prohm mentioned it would be at Media Day.
Iowa State shot 13-35 from the three point 
range, which was good for a 37.1 percent night 
from beyond the arc.
With the defense taking over in the rst half, 
the three point struggles went unfelt. Iowa State 
shot 5-19 from three in the rst half for a poor 
26.3 percent.
Bolton shot four three-pointers and only con-
nected on one of them along with Tre Jackson, 
who shot 3-8 from three.
Haliburton shot very few three pointers, 
shooting 1-4 from three on the night.
Iowa State did have some success from the 
three point line; the Cyclones’ leading scorer 
Michael Jacobson connected on three of his 
ve three pointers.
“I think it’s just a testament to my work ethic 
since I’ve gotten here,” Jacobson said. “It’s de-
nitely been a huge focus for me.”
ZION GRIFFIN STEPS UP
After being relegated to the bench for a 
majority of last season, Zion Gri¤n stepped 
into Iowa State’s season opener and impacted 
the Cyclones in the limited action he saw.
Griffin had a career-high 11 points on 5-9 
shooting, grabbed six rebounds and two steals.
Gri¤n will likely see plenty of minutes in 
Big 12 play with his size and oensive skill set 
tting into Prohm’s small-ball lineups on any 
given night.
	e Iowa State cross country program has 
been standing pat in the national polls after a 
busy conference championships weekend.
Both the Cyclones men’s and women’s 
squads have retained their same positions in the 
latest national coaches poll, released Tuesday 
afternoon by the U.S. Track and Field & Cross 
Country Coaches’ Association. 	is was also 
the rst coaches’ association national rankings 
release of the postseason, after a weekend that 
saw 32 dierent conference meets across the 
country with every ranked team seeing action.
On the women’s side, a younger Cyclone 
squad began their 2019 postseason with an 
exciting and competitive race that saw them 
finish fourth in the overall team standings 
behind West Virginia, Texas and Oklahoma 
State. 	is was Oklahoma State’s second Big 
12 title in program history.
Leading the Cyclones once again was junior 
Cailie Logue, who put in a historic perfor-
mance by retaining her individual conference 
crown in a time of 20:08.2. 	e Erie, Kansas, 
native held o Oklahoma State junior Taylor 
Somers over the nal kilometer and crossed the 
line just 0.3 seconds ahead of her opponent, 
collapsing at the nish. Logue became the rst 
Cyclone since Debbie Vetter back in 1978 to 
retain an individual conference championship.
Despite this performance, the Cyclones 
could not garner enough votes to enter this 
week’s top-30 list — the only Big 12 team 
represented was Oklahoma State. However, 
Iowa State did move up in the latest Midwest 
Regional rankings, now placed at the No. 6 
spot behind Missouri, Tulsa, Oklahoma State 
and Illinois.
Switching over to the men’s side, it was 
the same-old, same-old in terms of rankings 
for the Cyclones, as they retained their No. 
5 national ranking. Iowa State kept its spot 
behind Pac-12 powers Stanford and Colorado, 
BYU and defending national champs Northern 
Arizona. 	e NAU Lumberjacks have held the 
top spot for 28 consecutive weeks, a record only 
matched by DII school North Central (Ill.).
The Cyclones stayed steady in their spot 
amongst the nation’s best, thanks in large part 
to a rst place nish in the overall team stand-
ings and their third consecutive Big 12 title.
It was Edwin Kurgat leading the way for the 
Cyclones on Saturday, as the All-American 
senior became the rst Cyclone runner since 
Ian Robinson in 1994 to retain the individual 
conference crown. Kurgat held off another 
Oklahoma State runner in sophomore Isai 
Rodriguez to nish with a time of 23:36.3.
Including Kurgat, the Cyclones had seven 
of their nine runners place in the top 15 and 
make the podium, including senior transfers 
Addison Dehaven and David Too. This feat 
has only been repeated twice in Big 12 meet 
history — by Colorado in 1999 and Oklahoma 
State in 2014. 	is also helped the Cyclones 
retain their No. 1 Midwest Regional ranking, 
as they still seem to be the favorite to qualify 
for nationals in their region.
	e Iowa State program is continuing on 
with the 2019 postseason when they will travel 
to Stillwater, Oklahoma, to compete in the 
NCAA Midwest Regional Championships on 
Nov. 15. Both the Cyclones men’s and women’s 
teams are defending champions in this meet, 
and can automatically qualify for Nationals 
again by nishing in the top two of the team 
standings.
	e Women’s 6K race is up rst at 10:30 a.m. 
Nov. 15, followed by the Men’s 10K champi-
onship at 11:30 a.m..
Runaway win kicks off season
BY MATT.BELINSON
@iowastatedaily.com
BY ADARSH.TAMMA
@iowastatedaily.com
BY JACK.SHOVER
@iowastatedaily.com
Cyclones hold 
steady in latest  
cross country 
rankings
GRANT TETMEYER/ IOWA STATE DAILY
Senior guard Prentiss Nixon pushes up the court with junior forward Solomon Young during Iowa 
State’s 110-74 victory over the Mississippi Valley State Delta Devils on Tuesday at Hilton Coliseum.
Cyclones to face Southern in opener
Defense, three-
point shooting 
and Zion Griffin 
stand out
IOWA STATE DAILY
Iowa State then-freshman guard Ashley Joens guards Baylor then-
fth year guard Chloe Jackson following a turnover during the fourth 
quarter of the Iowa State vs. Baylor women’s basketball game Feb. 23
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For those who haven’t heard (or hav-
en’t opened Twitter since last week), My 
Chemical Romance are o  cially back 
together after a six-year hiatus – and 
emos everywhere are rejoicing.
The prominent New Jersey rock 
band took the world by storm during 
their tenure from 2001 to 2013, most 
notably for releasing chart-topping 
tracks such as 2004’s emotional “I’m 
Not Okay (I Promise)” and 2006’s epic 
“Welcome to the Black Parade.”  e 
band is also credited for popularizing 
“emo” culture, making it a mainstream 
style in the early-to-mid-2000s.
My Chemical Romance abruptly 
announced their breakup on March 
22, 2013, by issuing a statement on 
their website.  is took fans by com-
plete surprise, as the band had released 
a single only one month prior and were 
reportedly in the works of recording a 
 fth studio album.
While fans prayed for a hiatus, the 
band adamantly denied that the group 
would ever get back together.  e news 
was met with great dismay, but some 
more observant fans had a feeling that 
the breakup wouldn’t be as permanent 
as the band led on. Many believed that 
the band had been dropping hints at a 
reunion since the very beginning.  eir 
faith was fueled by means of a popular, 
convoluted fan theory claiming that 
a My Chemical Romance reunion 
would take place in 2019.
“Teenagers scare the living shit out 
of me,” is the line beginning the chorus 
of My Chemical Romance’s popular 
2006 song “Teenagers.” Fans used this 
particular line to form the beginnings 
of the 2019 reunion theory by pointing 
out that the band was 12 years old when 
they broke up. Many fans speculated 
that the band were skipping their “teen-
age years” by breaking up, and would 
reunite in 2019 when the band turned 
18, or rather, reached “adulthood.”
The theory continues with the 
90s alternative rock band Smashing 
Pumpkins.
 e Smashing Pumpkins’ in uence 
can be prominently heard in many 
My Chemical Romance recordings, 
as frontman Gerard Way and bassist 
Mikey Way both cite the band as one 
of their biggest musical in uences. In 
a 2006 interview with Entertainment 
Weekly, Mikey Way said that he and 
Gerard had somewhat of a revelation 
after seeing the Smashing Pumpkins 
perform at Madison Square Garden. 
“Me and [Gerard] were both like, ‘this 
is the band we want to be,’” Mikey Way 
said. Turns out, that statement could 
have been meant to be taken literally.
 e Smashing Pumpkins formed 
in 1988 and were active for 12 years, 
breaking up in the year 2000 and 
reuniting after a six-year hiatus. 
According to the theory, My Chemical 
Romance, who formed in 2001, were 
active for 12 years, broke up in 2013 
and returned after a six-year hiatus, 
may not have done so by coincidence.
The theory is backed up by the 
lore of the band’s  nal studio album 
“Danger Days,” released in 2010.  e 
storyline of the album details a group 
of mis ts called “the Fabulous Killjoys” 
who fight against the all-powerful 
corporation controlling the people of 
 ctional Battery City, California.
 e band’s music video for “Na Na 
Na” reveals that the post-apocalyptic 
setting of “Danger Days” takes place 
in 2019, which falls in line perfectly 
with the Smashing Pumpkins and 
“Teenagers” conspiracies.
Arguably the most damning piece of 
evidence that the band would one day 
reunite came from the release of “May 
Death Never Stop You,” a greatest-hits 
compilation that was released one year 
after the band’s breakup. Featuring 
songs over the span of My Chemical 
Romance’s entire catalogue, the compi-
lation included a previously unreleased 
track titled “Fake Your Death.”
Fans saw this as the icing on the cake 
of their theory. On top of the speculated 
signi cance of the year 2019, fans came 
to the conclusion that My Chemical 
Romance had faked their “death.”
 e “will you ever get back together” 
question followed the band members 
indefinitely throughout their solo 
careers. While completely denying 
the idea at  rst, the band eventually 
began to tease that something was in 
the works.
“I wouldn’t count [a reunion] out, 
but at the same time everybody’s doing 
stuff in their lives now that they’re 
really enjoying,” said Gerard Way in a 
2017 interview with Billboard.
Earlier this year, Joe Jonas of the 
Jonas Brothers reported hearing  MCR 
rehearsing in a studio space right next 
to where the Jonas Brothers were 
rehearsing. My Chemical Romance 
guitarist Frank Iero denied this report, 
but left the possibility up in the air. “I 
survived a bus accident, so anything is 
possible,” Iero said.
On Oct. 31, it happened.
Whether or not this theory held any 
truth or played any part in the band’s 
reformation is yet to be con rmed. My 
Chemical Romance announced their 
return on social media with a link to 
buy tickets to their upcoming reunion 
show in Los Angeles (another possible 
allusion to “Danger Days,” which took 
place in “California 2019,” as denoted 
in the music video). Tickets went on 
sale Friday and completely sold out 
within 12 minutes.
 e band made a statement on their 
Twitter account thanking their fans for 
the “warm welcome back.”
“We truly did not expect this,” said 
the band. Many loyal fans found this 
statement ironic, reminding the band 
that they’ve been waiting, hoping, 
begging and speculating all this time.
Whether the theory was true or 
not, it certainly held up. Theorizing 
fans have finally gotten their wish, 
and emotionally, they’re not okay – 
they promise.
Actor Tony Revolori is coming to this 
month’s ISU AfterDark as the headliner. His 
opening act is mentalist duo  e Evasons.
Re vo lo r i  i s  mos t l y  known  f o r  h i s 
breakthrough role playing the sarcastic 
and funny Flash Thompson in the 2017 
Marvel Cinematic Universe’s, “Spider-Man: 
Homecoming.” He reprised his role in the 
2019 “Spider-Man: Far From Home,” and is 
expected to return to the Marvel Cinematic 
Universe in the next Spider-Man movie, 
which is set to release in 2021.
Revolori has guest starred in the Showtime 
original, “Shameless’’ and Comedy Central’s 
‘‘Workaholics.’’ He also played the character 
Zero Moustafa in Wes Anderson’s “ e Grand 
Budapest Hotel.”  is role was nominated for 
Best Performance of the Year by a Young Actor 
for the Saturn Awards and nominated for Best 
Young Actor for Critics Choice Award. He 
also won multiple awards for best ensemble 
for working alongside the cast.
Revolori has been acting since a very young 
age, with his  rst feature being a baby food 
commercial when he was two years old. He 
went on to secure bigger roles, and in 2014, 
he was dubbed one of IndieWire’s best actors 
under the age of 20.
Revolori has worked alongside Tom 
Holland, Zendaya, Andy Devine, William 
H. Macy, Je«  Goldblum, Owen Wilson, Bill 
Murray and many more well-known actors.
 e opening act before Revolori is men-
talist duo  e Evasons. Je«  and Tessa Evason 
have been a married mentalist duo act for 
almost 40 years. Je«  Evason has always loved 
magic and Tessa Evason has always had 
strong intuition. Working together, they put 
their abilities to use and create a unique form 
of magic. With their two brains together, they 
have the ability to talk to spirits, predict the 
future and perform mind reading.
 e Evasons used to perform with people 
on the street, but have since upgraded to per-
forming all over college campuses, including 
Iowa State. After gaining more popularity, the 
duo started performing on national television. 
They have performed on NBC, CBS, FOX, 
CW Network, Discovery Channel and Net ix.
For the oppor tunity  to witness  the 
Evansons’ magic, and maybe even have your 
mind read, attend this month’s AfterDark. 
 en following their act, join in on the con-
versation with Revolori.
The ISU AfterDark event takes place 
9 p.m. on Friday in the Great Hall of the 
Memorial Union. Tony Revolori is set to 
be on stage at 11 p.m. following the Evason 
duo at 9 p.m. Admission is free to students 
and their guests.
www.amessilversmithing.com  515-232-0080220 Main
www.amessilversmithing.com
Downtown Ames 515-232-0080220 Main
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COURTESY OF WIKIMEDIA COMMONS
My Chemical Romance announced their reunion on Oct. 31. Their reunion 
was predicted by fans, who created theories after their breakup in 2013.
ISU AfterDark to feature actor 
Tony Revolori, mentalist duo
Fans predict My Chemical Romance reunion
COURTESY OF IMDB
Actor Tony Revolori will join ISU AfterDark for 
a conversation Friday night.
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as “two-spirit.”
“Two-spirit is a third gender 
found in some Native American 
cultures, often involving birth-as-
signed men or women taking on the 
identities and roles of the opposite 
sex,” according to dictionary.com. “A 
sacred and historical identity, two-
spirit can include but is by no means 
limited to LGBTQIA+ identities.”
Though two-spirit may now be 
included in the umbrella of the 
LGBTQIA+ community, the term 
“two-spirit” does not simply mean 
someone who is a Native American 
and gay.
“There are two different mean-
ings,” said Sebastian Braun, asso-
ciate professor of world languages 
and cultures. “ere is the traditional 
meaning and the contemporary 
meaning.”
Traditionally, Native American 
two-spirit people were male, female 
and sometimes intersexed individu-
als who combined activities of both 
men and women with traits unique 
to their status as two-spirit people.
“Two-spirits were both sexually 
men and women who identified 
with a different gender, especially 
through gendered work,” Braun 
said. “In most Native societies there 
was a pretty strict division on what 
each gender did. So two-spirits were 
people, for one reason or another, 
who did work that identied them 
with the gender opposite of their 
sex.”
According to the Indian Health 
Service website, in most tribes, two-
spirit people were considered neither 
men nor women. Instead, they occu-
pied a distinct, alternative gender 
status.
In tribes where two-spirit males 
and females were referred to with the 
same term, this status amounted to 
a third gender. In other cases, two-
spirit females were referred to with a 
distinct term, therefore constituting 
a fourth gender.
“ere are Native societies where 
there are not just one, two, three, 
four genders, but there are eight or 
ten dierent genders,” Braun said. “I 
spoke with someone who is Navajo 
and he said there are at least ten gen-
ders in Navajo.”
Although there were important 
variations in two-spirit roles across 
North America, they shared some 
common traits. ese traits included 
working roles, gender variation, 
spiritual sanctions and same-sex 
relations.
For the trait of gender variation, 
two-spirit people were historically 
distinguished from men and women 
in many ways, including tempera-
ment, dress, lifestyle and social roles.
“Two-spirit people were basi-
cally doing things that the opposite 
gender was supposed to,” Braun said. 
“So men would stay and take care 
of the household and do a lot of 
handicrafts and on the other hand 
women went to war and got involved 
in tribal politics.”
For the trait of specialized work 
roles, male and female two-spirit 
people were typically described in 
terms of their preference for and 
achievements in the work of the 
“opposite” sex or in activities specic 
to their role.
Two-spir it  individuals were 
experts in traditional arts such as 
pottery making, basket weaving and 
the manufacture and decoration of 
items made from leather.
“Among the Navajo, two-spirit 
males often became weavers — usu-
ally women and men’s work — as 
well as healers, which was a male 
role,” said the Indian Health Service 
website. “By combining these activ-
ities, they were often among the 
wealthier members of the tribe. 
Two-spirit females engaged in activ-
ities such as hunting and warfare 
and became leaders in war and even 
chiefs.”
For the trait of spiritual sanc-
tion, two-spirit identity was widely 
believed to be the result of super-
natural intervention in the form of 
visions or dreams and sanctioned 
by tribal mythology. In many tribes, 
two-spirit people lled special reli-
gious roles as healers, shamans and 
ceremonial leaders.
“Two-spirits were seen as very 
mysterious people and mysteri-
ous means powerful,” Braun said. 
“It had both negative and positive 
connotations because you can use 
your power for both good and bad 
things. Parents often tried to raise 
their children ‘gender-appropriate,’ 
but when someone had a vision or a 
dream that they had to do the other 
thing, nobody could stand in their 
way. You can’t go against the vision 
because it would have very negative 
consequences.”
For the trait of same-sex relations, 
two-spirit people typically formed 
sexual and emotional relationships 
with non-two-spirit members of 
their own sex, forming both short- 
and long-term relationships.
“Among the Lakota, Mohave, 
Crow, Cheyenne and others, two-
spirit people were believed to be 
lucky in love, and able to bestow 
this luck on others,” according to 
the Indian Health Service website.
Many indigenous communities 
have specific terms in their own 
languages for the gender-variant 
members of their communities and 
the social and spiritual roles these 
individuals fulfill. With over 500 
surviving Native American cultures, 
attitudes about sex and gender can 
be diverse.
“Even with the modern adoption 
of pan-Indian terms like two-spirit, 
not all cultures will perceive two-
spirit people the same way, or wel-
come a pan-Indian term to replace 
the terms already in use by their 
cultures,”according to the Indian 
Health Service website.
Many traditions like the two-
spirit identity were lost or stied by 
the disruptions caused by conquest 
and disease, as well as the eorts of 
missionaries, government agents, 
boarding schools and white settlers. 
Two-spirit roles in particular were 
singled out for condemnation, inter-
ference and, many times, violence. 
As a result, two-spirit traditions and 
practices went underground or dis-
appeared in many tribes.
“I feel like we are trying to put 
everyone in boxes,” Braun said. “We 
dene those boxes and that’s that. I 
think two-spirit people demonstrate 
that not everything fits in a box. 
at’s okay, society is not going to 
die o. We can have a society where 
we have many different classifica-
tions because people have started 
to realize that not everyone is born 
male or female.”
Today, lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender Native people through-
out North America are reviving the 
two-spirit role and its traditions. 
Two-spirit people have gathered 
nationally and regionally since the 
early 1990s in many parts of the 
country.
“Today two-spirit is more used 
as a term that is more associated 
either with lesbian or gay; it has gone 
away from the traditional meaning,” 
Braun said. “e traditional meaning 
did not necessarily mean that the 
two-spirit person would have sexual 
acts with someone of the same sex.”
Within the already marginalized 
Native American community, two-
spirit people today may face more 
discrimination for their identities.
“In Lakota, for example, men who 
were two-spirits were called ‘winkte,’ 
and today if you call someone 
‘winkte’ it is an insult and degrading 
word,” Braun said. “I think today it 
is clearly understood that this is not 
a positive connotation and I think 
this has a lot to do with the loss of 
the original meaning of how all this 
worked.”
The prevalence of two-spirit 
people depends on the community. 
Braun said there may be more people 
who identify as two-spirit now due 
to the resurgence of people learning 
about their culture, but those indi-
viduals may still face discrimination 
within their own communities.
According to Braun, urban com-
munities tend to be less discrimina-
tory and rural communities tend to 
be more discriminatory depending 
on how traditional the community is, 
with really traditional communities 
being less discriminatory, regardless 
of their location.
“If someone doesn’t fit into the 
designated gender categories, in 
many communities they have a really 
tough life,” Braun said. “Not only 
do they not fit into the categories 
but they are actively discriminated 
against and ridiculed and ‘they’re 
not a real man,’ and that opens you 
up for all kinds of things.”
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definitions are based on if the stu-
dent is the rst one in their family to 
attend college, while others are based 
on if the student is the rst to obtain 
a bachelor’s degree.
A few of the struggles first gen-
eration students may face were pre-
sented by Hirschman. One of those 
is the imposter syndrome, where the 
student feels as if they don’t belong in 
the college space and don’t t in with 
the other students. A student experi-
encing the imposter syndrome may 
feel as if they are putting on an act and 
faking their way through it.
“First generation students are often 
part of the Latinx community as well,” 
Hirschman said. “ere’s a lot of data 
stating that those two are correlated, 
but correlation doesn’t mean causation 
or that it’s automatically going to be 
one and the other.”
Along with the correlation of rst 
generation students being of margin-
alized groups, some also have a low 
socioeconomic status and financial 
diculties with the process of apply-
ing and attending college.
“I kind of explored this idea of two 
worlds,” Hirschman said. “So there’s 
kind of the world that you grow up in 
and what you’re coming from usually 
[...] but the language that you speak 
there is different from the language 
you experience at college. You’re kind 
of experiencing two separate cultures 
or worlds as a rst generation student.”
While at college, the students are 
in an academic world, and when 
they go home they may have to use 
different words or phrases when 
communicating with their families 
and peers, as it is a dierent place.
“Find another rst gen,” Hirschman 
said. “Being able to have kind of like a 
partner and being able to talk about it 
and what that means. When I’m able 
to talk to another first gen they are 
able to understand it in a dierent way 
than somebody who wants to learn or 
has educated through reading; it’s just 
dierent being able to talk to someone 
who experiences it themselves.”
D u r i n g  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n , 
Ruckdaschel focused on the net-
working side of college and presented 
statistics about the importance of net-
working for students. 60-85% of job 
seekers said they find jobs through 
networking activities.
Networking can begin with cre-
ating lists about who the student 
knows, researching and then reach-
ing out to learn about their roles and 
gaining their advice, according to 
Ruckdaschel. Students who identify 
as an introvert might experience dif-
culty with networking, as it can be 
intimidating to talk with others about 
professional and personal matters.
Preparation for networking can 
help ease the nerves of introverts. Tips 
Ruckdaschel oered to those in atten-
dance included preparing questions to 
ask prior to speaking with potential 
employers, being an active listener and 
challenging yourself to get outside of 
your comfort zone.
Ruckdaschel also talked about creat-
ing a great elevator pitch when speak-
ing to potential employers. An elevator 
pitch is the rst statement a student 
gives to the potential employer.
In addition, Ruckdaschel discussed 
the importance of students having a 
prole on LinkedIn.com, presenting 
a statistic from a Jobvite Recruiter 
Nation Survey that said 87% of job 
recruiters use LinkedIn when search-
ing for ideal candidates.
Students can go to the career ser-
vices in their respective college for 
more information on networking and 
being a rst generation student.
Hirschman welcomed the stu-
dents to reach out to her by email at 
srhirsc@iastate.edu for anything rst 
generation student related.
“I do think holistical ly, this 
event, this week, is very important,” 
Ruckdaschel said. “And it’s not just 
here at Iowa State but nationally it is 
First Gen Week [...]. Iowa State, this 
is their second annual First [Gen] 
Week, so relatively newer to this par-
ticular institution celebrating that 
particular student population [...]. 
I’m so happy to see it taking o and 
gaining traction.”
e full schedule of events for Iowa 
State’s First Gen Week can be found 
on the “Inside Iowa State for faculty 
and sta ” website. A yer for the week 
can also be viewed on Iowa State’s 
College of Design website.
“I think this is the start of — 
moving forward — a larger scale 
type of First Gen Week not only 
focused on maybe career development 
and preparation like this presentation 
was,” Ruckdaschel said. “But to help 
in that particular student popula-
tion have that confidence and have 
that identity, and take pride in that 
identity.”
audience who needed it.
“In 1997 I graduated from 
college, moved back home to 
be a basement child for a short 
time, accepted my rst grown-up 
job as a graphic designer and 
came out as a lesbian,” Wiley 
said. “My dad told me not to 
broadcast it, there is shame and 
stigma in being gay and there 
still is. Coming out is a life-
long process; I have to come out 
to new colleagues, doctors and 
people in the grocery store when 
my partner and I are buying 
kitty litter and bubbly water. It 
is a constant everyday occur-
rence and a similar experience 
for those of us with disabilities. 
Whether you have an invisible 
disability like me or you have 
visible disabilities, you are in a 
constant state of coming out and 
telling your story.”
Wiley said there are often a 
lot of stigmas when it comes 
to disabilities and explaining to 
people how they function with 
their disabilities.
“We all strive for indepen-
dence, and if our environments 
are designed with accessibility 
in mind from the beginning, we 
don’t have much to worry about,” 
Wiley said.
Other speakers at the event 
included Kristen Constant, vice 
president for ITS, and Jane 
Hudson, executive director for 
Disability Rights Iowa.
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In the new Digital Accessibility Lab there are ve desks, one of which 
holds gaming hardware and software including an Xbox One.
